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KELL HEL 


LASSKALE 55 


WII AM Aion, Deputy Keeper FE 
Head Turnkey of theMarſhalſea Priſon, 
Southwark; before the Hon. Sir Lau- 


rence Ons Kt. one of his Majeſty 5 
Tuſtices of f Oyer and Terminer and 
Goal Delivery for the County of Surrey, 
for the Murder of Thomas Bliſs, /ate 
a Priſoner in the ſaid Priſon, at 


_ Kingſton Aſſixes, the i ſt Day of 
Aug 1729. 


N the zoth of Jah, a Bill of a- 
adictment was found by the 
Grand. Inqueſt, ' whereof the 
Right Honourable the Lord 


Palmeſton was Foreman, for 


the ſaid Murder, whereupon the Priſoner 
was Arraign'd and pleaded not Guilty; 
and put himſelf upon his Tryal, by God 
and his Country, and the Court appointed 
next nn for the Tryal; ; e 

35 he 


l 
2 
i 
; 
g 
| 
8 
; 


— 6 dT OS — * 


> — — — . — — —— —y—-— — 7 
> 2 

* 

* 1 

» » AN 


9 


8 


T pp * * L a en * N _ c : 
: ＋ VP, N vi” 
4 S 2s Aon oy N ar P: * ROS 4 A S 1 . * : 9 x 1 
bs © % * vt oo 428 oe r i . 
A * 7 1 N 1) ' - ” 
* wad FY AX * 3 _ r 8 „ 4 
=, 1 * . a 3 8 : 
2 e 5 r 1 * 7 ; 
l in 
- I > * : 
3-5, 8 ; a 
3 85 g 


. 4 * EY 2 ae? 
4 . x 


iwas brought to the Bar at 9 in the 


great and extraordinary Audience preſent 


the Earl of Portmore, Lord Onflow and Arthur 


Onflow, Eſq; Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, on one ſide of the Court; Mr. Selwyn, 
Mr. Oglethorpe, Mr. Micajah Perry, Mr. Halſey, 
on the other; and many other Gentlemen 


of diſtinction, and a Crowd of Ladies. 


- The Council for the Crown open'd the 
Indictment; ſetting forth, That the ſaid 
William Acton being Deputy Keeper, under 
John Darby, of the ſaid Priſon, and having 
the Care and Cuſtody of the Priſoners with- 
in the ſaid Priſon, being a Perſon of inhu- 
man and cruel Diſpoſition, did, on the 21ſt 
of October in the Leaf of our Lord 1726, 
cruelly, barbarouſly and felloniouſly Beat, 
Aſſault and Wound the ſaid T homas Bliſs in 
the ſaid Priſon, viz. in the Pariſh of St. 
George's in the Fields, in the Borough of 
Southwark, in the County of Surrey, and did 
put Irons and Fetters of great and immenſe 
Weight upon his Legs; and an Iron Inſtru- 
ment, and Engine of Torture, upon the 
Head of the ſaid Thomas Bliſs, called the 
Scull-cap, and alſo Thumb-Screws upon his 
Thumbs; and the ſaid Thomas Bliſs ſo wound- 
ed, fettered, tortured and tormented, 1n the 
Strong Room of the ſaid Priſon (which is 
a dangerous, damp, noifome, filthy and un- 
wholeſome Place) did put, and him did 
there detain ſeveral Days; by means of 
. | „ 4 which 
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which Excrutiation, Tortures, cloſe & Rl 
finement, Dureſs, and cruel Abuſes, t RR 
ſaid Thomas Bliſs got ſo ill an Habit of Body 


that he continued in a languiſhing Con- 
dition till the 25th Day of March following, 
and then died. T1 2 

The Council for the King proceeded to 
open, That as by the Laws of this Land, 
the Body and Perſon of the unfortunate 
Debtor is lyable to Impriſonment till he 
pays the Debt; yet that the Goalers and 
Keepers of Priſons, tho? they were obliged 
to keep their Priſoners in ſafe and ſecure 
Cuſtody, they were not to treat them in a 
cruel and inhuman Manner: That by the 
common Fate and Inequality of human 
Affairs, it muſt fall to the Lot of many to 
become Inſolvent, and that it would be 
very hard for theſe of the unfortunate, 
when they are reduc'd to Confinement and 
the Miſeries of a Goal, to be alſo made more 
miſerable, by the Cruelty of the Goaler ; 
That the Priſoner at the Bar, by a long 
Train and Series of Inhumanity, and cruel 
Uſage, had dealt with, and male-treated the 
unfortunate Deceas'd, who was a Priſoner 
for Debt, under his Care, and that he had 
with the common Goal Inſtrument of Cor- 
rection, the Rope and BulPs Peezle, beat 
and ſcourg'd him, and by ſtamping on his 
Body, greatly bruiſed him, and with the 
Thumb-Screws on his Hands, with a Pair 
of heavy Irons, called the Shires, on his 
: mi | Legs, 


> > 


e 


Legs, with the Torture · Inſtrument of Iron, 
called the Collar, ſcrewed, cruciated and 
tormented the ſaid poor Deceas'd, and thus 
loaded and enfetter'd, put him into the 
Dungeon or ſtrong Room, a Place of diſmal 
Situation, moiſt, damp, dark, noiſome, 
and peſtilentious, open and undefended from 
the Weather at the Top, and ſtenched 
and enfilthyed with the Common Shoar at 
the Bottom; a Place where a Man would 
not have kept his Swine or other Beaſt ; 
allowed him no Bed nor Bedding, which is 
ſeldom denied, even to Criminals or Con- 
victs; nor would he afford him the cold 
Comfort even of Straw, and in this Dureſs 
kept him a Fortnight: In this miſerable 
Condition, the patient Sufferer, bleeding at 
his Thumbs and Mouth, with the Torture 
of the faid Inſtruments and Irons; and his 
Legs ſwallen and feſter'd, with the great 
load of Fetters, too heavy for Life and 
human Nature to bear, was not able to 
receive any Food or Suſtenance, for he 
could not open his Jaws to chew it, and the 
firſt he received he was forced to have it 
chew?d for him: Happy and well had it 
been for him, had he expir'd under theſe 


CTCiruelties, his Death would have put a 


Period to him and them together; but tho? 
he ſurvived them, their Effects remain'd : He 
| ſoon after died, and ended his Life of Miſery. 
That by the Laws of our happy Conſtitu- 
tion; a Goaler cannot warrant the Ironing 


of 
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159 
of any Debtor, or the Endungeoning of 
him upon any Pretence whatſoever: That 
indeed by an old Act of Parliament, where 
Auditors of Accompts are impriſon'd and 
refuſe to account, they may be Iron'd : 
But this is an obſolete diſuſed Law, and 
being in a particular Caſe only, excludes all 
other ; and if a Priſoner dies by the Cruelty 
or ill Treatment of the Goaler, *cis un- 
doubtedly Murder; for the Law in ſuch 
Caſes implies Malice prepenſe. That in caſe 
of the Death of any Priſoner, the Law 
requires the Goaler to impanel an Inqueſt, 
which are to inquire and return the Cauſe of 
his Death. | | 

To prove the Indictment, the Council fo 
the King called ſeveral Witneſſes. 

The firſt was John Wilſon, who ſwore, 
That John Darby was the Keeper, and Acton 
the Under-keeper, and head Turakey, in 
1726, That Acton had the Care of the Goal, 
and Darby did not meddle much in it, only 
would come 1n there ſometimes : That he 
knew the deceas'd Thomas Bliſs; that he 
was a Priſoner there in the Sick Ward, 
which was ſo full, it could not contain 
them; that he was a fad Object, and very 
lame ; he attempted to make his Eſcape by 
a Rope, and was re-took and beat very 
much. | 

Aton deſired he might be ask*d; If he ever 
 faw him beat the Priſoners, and how he 
behaved to them? He anſwer'd, he had 
WE ſeen 
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een the Priſoners. beat and iron'd; and faw 


Addon ſtrike the Priſoners with his Fiſt; and | 
had ſeen him behave himſelf well to ſome, | 
e Hood -- 

Anne Bliſs, Widow of the Deceas'd, who 
{wore that her Husband was a Priſoner in 
the Marſbelſea, and that he and fix or ſeven * 

| Men went to make their Eſcapes, by break- > 

U ing thro? an Oven near Acton's Houſe; where- 

of they were taken, and - Mullinſhead had 
the Iron Cap on, and Fetters; that ſhe 
came next Morning, and her Husband had 
large heavy Fetters on, and was in the Strong 

1 Room, which is a damp Place, and un- 


ö cover'd, and Acton kept him three Weeks 
| there. Being asked, what Time this was, 
[! ſhe ſaid, it was after Chriſtmas, not a vaſt 


way after, about three Years ago, or much 
N about four Years ago: That her Husband 
went to make his Eicape a ſecond Time by 
= a Rope on the Houſe, and was taken; and 
I ſhe came the next Day, and Acton kept her 
an Hour in a Place near the Lodge, and 
threaten'd to have her before Juſtice Lada, 
for bringing her Husband the Rope; and 
ſent for her Husband out of the Stron 

x Room, and order'd the Sceull-Cap; the 
is Collar, Fetters, and Thumb-Screws on. 
} Being asked, if ſhe ſaw Aer order this, ſhe 
4 ſaid no, ſhe heard him, and knew his Voice 
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8 very well; that her Husband defired, as he 
| was a Man, he would uſe him mercifully: 
1 Addon, in Anſwer, ſaid, Dama you, tell — 


[9-1 


who brought you the Rope? Whereof he 
order'd him into the Dungeon. She ſpoke 
to him through the Hole; he ſaid the Place 
would kill him, and deſird ſhe would make 
herſelf eaſy. He had all the Irons on when 
Acton came down; that his Body was ver 
much ſwell' d. and his Stomach and Belly; 
that his Cloaths were forced to be cut off. 
Next Day Acton ſent him a Piece of Meat, 
but he could not eat it: That when he was 
ſcrewed up, he bled at the Mouth, and his 
Thumbs bled. 


The hear vy Irons, which are called the Shiers; 
and the Iron Collar, Head. piece, and 
Scall=cap, and Thumb. ſerems, were produted 
and ſhewed to the Witneſs, the Court, and 


the Jury. 


Witneſs. His Body Was 1 marked with 
the Bull's-Peeſle, and was black. This was 
ſeven or eight Months before he dy'd: He 
dy'd about Lady-day, . and declar'd, Acton 
and, Nicolls were the Occaſion of his Death ; 
which ſhe verily believes. 

Acton deſird ſhe might be naked, if ſhe 
ever ifaw her e have the Sculleag 
on? ſhe ſaid, yes, I ſaw him have it on thro? 
the Hole in the Strong Room. 

Acton. Was he not well after this, and 
went into the Country to work? Yes, he 
went to Enfield, but was not able to work; 
nor did three Days Werk. Did he not get 
1 C Cold 
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Cold by walking into the Country ? He had 
a violent Cold, held a Week, and deſir'd to 


go into the Hoſpital. 
Acton deſir'd alſo ſhe might be ask'd, if 
he did not complain of an Hurt and Bruiſe 
of his Leg he got by the Fall from the Houſe 
when he went to make his Eſcape ? She 
ſaid, Yes, he had hurt his Ankle. | 
Acton. How long was it after your Huſ- 
band dy*d before you made any Complaint to 
any Body relating to this Matter? She faid, 
when her Husband dy*d, ſhe was left naked 
to the World, and had no Friends to com- 
plain to. 5 5 
Acton. Did you never complain to your 
Siſter, or to your Father or Mother? 
Father ſhe had none, and her Mother and 
ſhe were at difference. 


Aon. When did you firſt complain, and 


was it voluntary, or was you ſent for, and 
and by whom ? . 

She ſaid, one Nemland, her Father's Ac- 
uaintance, ſent for her about ſix Months 
ince, and told her it was a good Time to 

right her Husband's Death. | EY 
Aeon. Whether did Newland tell her any 


Money was for her on that Account? No, 


ſaid nothing to her of Money. 


Acton. Did not you tell Heſter Long, you 


was to have ſome Money from a Gentleman 


to ſwear your Husband's Death to me? To 
which ſhe ſaid, Heſter Long ſaid, there was 
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The Court would not ſuffer this kind of 
Hearſay-Evidence. 

Afton. What Gentleman was that to 
whom Mr. Newland ſent for you? 

The Court diſallow'd that as an unfair 
Queſtion. Ns = | 

Suſanna Dodd (wore ſhe ſaw the Deceas?d 
in Irons the next Day after he was put 
in the Strong Room, but does not know 
when that was particularly; believes it was 
about a quarter of a Year before he dy'd, 
but does not know when he dy'd: She car- 
ried him Victuals to the Strong Room; he 
had Thumb-ſcrews on his Hands, the Scull- 
cap on his Head, and large Iron Fetters on 
his Legs call'd the Shiers : She ſaid ſhe ſaw 
him thro? the Hole. | 

The faid Irons were produc'd to her, and 
ſhe ſwore them to be the ſame he had on. 

That the Deceas'd asked her for Relief 
thro' the Hole, and deſir'd her to chew his 
Victuals, his Mouth being fo fore he could 
not; Which ſhe did: He continued fo two 
Days. She ſaw him after he was out of 
the Strong Room, and gave him Beef and 
Pudding, which he eat. But being asked 
when this was, ſaid ſhe could not recolle& the 
Time, believes it was five or ſix Years ago, 

Being defir'd by the King's Council to 
recollect herſelf as to the Time, and when 
the Deceas'd was diſcharged out of Priſon, 
believ'd it was about Southwark: Fair. She 
ſaw the Deceas'd bleed at the Thumbs, not 
B A at 


FF a5] 


nut the Mouth. Being ask d about the strong 


Room, ſaid it was a very large Room, dry, 


not damp, leaded over at Top: She ſaid ſhe 
gave the Deceas'd Drink thro' the Hole of the 
Door, whilſt he held his Head backwards. 

Acton deſir d ſhe might be ask d, it the De- 


ceas d was not in good Health after he was 


diſcharg'd, when he lodg'd at Mr. Geeſham?s 
on the Marſbalſea She ſaid he was well, bur 
ame. 

Ruth Butler kriew the Deceas d: He was a 
Priſoner, and ſhe {aw him attempt to make 
his Eſcape : She faw Adlon beat him with the 
Bull's Peeſle, and faw Adlon Ramp upon his 
Belly ſeveral Times; and they put him in 
the Dungeon; ſhe ſaw the great Irons, call'd 
Shires, on his Legs next Morning: And being 
ask d what Time this was, believ'd it was the 
latter End of February or Beginning of March, 
three Years ago. 

Does not know how long the Deceas'd was 
out of Goal before he dy d, believes about four 
or five Months, and was in very bad Health, 
and heard him often ſay, the Bruiſes and Hurts 


he had by Acton would be the Occaſion of his 


Death, which ſhe verily believes they were. 

The Court ask'd the Witneſs whereabouts 
Afton ſtampt on the Deceas'd ; ſhe ſaid on his 
Belly and Stomach three Times. 

Mathew Bacon ſaid, he was not a Priſoner 
when Bliſs was in the ſtrong Room; but ſaw 
him afterwards, and he had Bruiſes on his 
Legs, and an ot {Pains on his Side, 
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[:-135} TT 
n be faid, the Rogue Acton had given 
him, which he "ſhould never recover of. Said 
the ſtrong Rocm was not fit for an human 
Creature to live 1n. 

He ſaw the Deceasd ſometime * and 
then he ſaid he was ſomething better, but 
never well ſince; his Legs were ſwelld, and 
he complain d of Pains on his Side: And being 
ask d again as to the ſtrong Room, ſaid it was 
damp and unwholſome, has no Light in it 
but thro' a little Hole in the Door. 

Being ask d as to Acton's Character in the 
Goal, ſaid he bad generally a good one. 

Mary Gillis ſaid, Bliſs had a Rope to make 
his Way with; the Rope broke and he fell; 
Acton and his Servants took him, Richard Page, 
Thomas Nicolls, and Rogers: They pull'd and 
hawl'd him; Acton beat him with the Bull's 
Peeſle; he call'd our Mercy; he ſaid Crabb 
gave him the Rope: They put him in the 
Hole, iron'd him on one Leg, and put him iu 
the ſtrong Room. 

Being ask d by the King's Council if ſhe be- 
lievd this Uſage was not the Means of his 
Death, ſaid ſhe believ'd in her Soul he dy'd 
as much for want as any thing elſe. 

James Abbot. He ſaw Acton Servant drub 
the Deceas d in as bad a manner as could be, 
but did not ſee Acton beat him; ſaid Acton was 
not there when he was beat. 

Acton deſir d this Witneſs might be ask'd if 
he ever ſaw him behave cruelly to the Priſo- 
ners ; he ſaid. * faw him beat a great many. 

Mathew 


Mathew Brandon ſaid, Bliſs was a Cripple ; 
his Legs were very much ſwell'd, and a great 
Mark in one of them an Inch wide. Being 
ask'd which was the Leg, did not know ; the 
Skin, he ſaid had been broke; Bliſs told him 
it was by the Irons; the Mark was half cir- 
cular. | RE 

Said, Bliſs deſir d him, in caſe he dy 'd, that 
de would ſee Acton proſecuted, | 

Adlon deſir d he might be ask'd, how long 
after his Death did you complain? 

He ſaid he had been abroad; he was diſ- 
charg d in Auguſt, ſtaid here about two Months, 
and then went abroad. 5 

Mary Renwood faw Bliſs in Priſon iron'd 
once; they made his Legs ſo fore they were 
forced to pull them off; he had nothing on 
him but a Blanket; ſhe carry'd him Suſte- 
nance and Cloaths ; his Legs were much 
(well'd, the Small as big as the Calf; the Skin 

was broke in the Place of the Iron ; ſhe car- 
ryd him Stockings, but he could not put 
them on; they were but {mall Stockings: 
He had no Shirt: He told her he was afraid he 
{hould never be his own Man again, he had 
been ſo abuſed. 

Peter Purchaſe. He came into Priſon in 
March 1726. after the Time of the Abuſe. 
Bliſs told him he had been iron'd, ſaw his 
Legs {welld, believes the Irons were the Oc- 
caſion of it. He told him he had been 
Thumb-ſcrew'd ; his Thumbs were mo oo 

| ack. 
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L 7 
black. He told him, he had never the Cap 
on. 3 

Edmund Comyns, never ſaw Acton do any 
thing to Bliſs ; ſaw his Legs ſwell'd and fore ; 
he told him, Adlon put the Irons on, and beat 
and abus'd him. His Leg was like an Horſe's 
Fetlock that's cut with a Clog. Said, Aden 
put Hilſon and Bliſs, and a Dozen more in 
the Strong Room; and ſaid to Bliſs, I thought 
I had given you enough before, but J find I 
mult give you more. 1 

Said, the Strong Room is a damp Place, and 
the Common-Sewer runs under it. 

Edward Murfey. He heard Bliſs fay, he 
ſhould never recover the Beating and Abuſes; 
ſaw him in the Strong Room, hand- cuff'd and 
fetter d; his Legs were raw in a Circle, and 
the Skin off, and he complained ſadly of his 
Side. . 

Adon deſir'd he might be ask'd, if he did 


not hear him complain of the Hurt he had by 
the Fall? No, never. WL 5 | 


Elis Roberts ſaw him with the Fetters on, 


ſaid his Legs were very bad, and deſir d him 


to go to Darby about it; which he did, and 
beg'd Darby either to order the Irons off, or 


a bigger Pair on, for one of the Irons was al- 


moſt bury*d in one of his Legs. 3 
He faw Bliſs and ſeveral others in the 


Strong Room, upon the Ground; ttis a diſ- 


mal Place; and one Man had an Iron about 
his Neck, | | 


William 
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William Cealey, ſen. ſaid, when Bliſs came 
out of Gaol, he came to him, and deſir'd to 
go to work with him (being a Carpenter, as 
Bliſs was) to Southgate ; he ſeeing him not 
well, adviſed him to be blooded and purged 
firſt : He was ſo, and next Week went to him 
to Southgate ; and being ask'd if he. x 7 
work 2 ſaid, Ves; he plain'd three Boards, and 
could work no longer; fell ill, and could eat 
nothing. He deſfir'd his Siſter might be ſent 
for: She was. Then he deſir'd to go into the 
Hoſpital : He was put in a Cart and carry'd 
thither. The Witneſs ſaw him in the Hoſpi- 
tal; he had Holes in his Legs ; and told oa 
Afton and thoſe Rogues have been the Death 
of him; and this was about a Month before 
he died. 

The Court ask'd the Witneſs, if he De- 
cealed complain'd of his Side? 

He complain'd of inward Bruiſes, and told 
him, they haul'd him by the Legs, and his 
Head knock'd on the Ground. 

. Coaley, jun. When Bliſs came to his 
Father s Houle at Southgate, the Witneſs ask d 
him how he did; he ſaid, As well as could be 
expected, conſidering how 1 have been abuſed 
by thoſe Rogues. His Legs were bruiſed, and 
were black, blue, and yellow. When he went 
to Bed, he hop'd he ſhould do well; he lay 
down, was faint, eat a little Sugar-Sop. and 
flung it up; he was blooded ; his Blood was 
ſeveral Colours, and watry; complain d of. - 
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Pains, and faid, if he dy'd, his Death ſhould 
be laid to Acton, and thoſe Rogues 
Sam, Parker. When he came to Southgate 
he was very ill, complain'd of his Stomach 
and Legs, and that Acton had put Irons on 
his Legs, Thumb-Screws, and Irons on his 
Head ; that his Legs were extended a Yard : 
His Legs were ſwell'd and broke, and a large 
Hole on the Outſide of his Ankle, which one 
might put a Thumb in: He was not fit to 
work, but lay down in the Shavings, and 
faid, the Bruiſes would kill him; and faid, he 
| hop'd ſome good Friend would bring them to 
Juſt ice. | Jer 
The Court. Priſoner, you hear the Charge 
and Evidence againſt you; now you ſtand up- 
on your Defence. 33 
Priſoner. My Lord, notwithſtanding what 
they have ſwore againſt me, I am innocent. 
The deceaſed Thomas Bliſs was a Priſoner in 
the Marſhalſea, attempted to make his Eſcape 
by a Rope, and fell from the "Top of an 
Houſe Four and twenty Foot high: I took 
him up, order'd him immediately into the 
Sick Ward to be taken Care of, and order'd_ 
him Two-pence halfpenny a Day ; that in 
ſome Time he recover'd his Fall there, and 
was diſcharged; and lodged three Weeks at 
Mr. Greſham's in Soutbwark, near the Mar- 
ſhalſea 3 was in very good Health, as ever he 
was in his Life; went into the Country to 
work, where he caught a violent Cold and an 
Ague, then was pur into the Hoſpital My 
D Lords 
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L 18 ] 
Lord, ſince his Fall, he never had any Irons 
on; he livd eleven Months after it; and to 
prove this I ſhall call ſeveral Witneſſes. 

William Bullock ſaid, he went to ſee Mr. 
Adlon the Night Bliſs attempted his Eſcape, and 
ſaw Acton bring him in, but ſaw no Barbarity 
us d; he put him in the Sick Ward, and the 
Witneſs gave him a Shilling out of Charity. 
He had, with the Fall, diſlocated or fractur'd 
his Ankle, and complain'd of his Side. 

Robert Holmes. When Bliſs attempted the 
Eſcape, he heard a Noiſe in the Gaol, ſaw 
Aclon and Rogers bring Bliſs in, ſaw no Abuſe, 
nor Irons; ſaid Bliſs often complain'd much of 
his Leg by the Fall, and that it wovld never 
be well. After his Diſcharge he lodg'd three 
Weeks at Greſham's, and was in Health; ſaid, 
Acton had been kind to him, and got him his 
Diſcharge ; he went to Southgate to work, 
ſtay'd there Nine or Ten Days, came back, 
and ſaid he had got a violent Cold, believ'd it 
was an Ague. 

This Witneſs ſaid, he met Bliſs's Wife on 
the Bridge, and the faid, — Hh, 

The Court told him, he could not ſay any 
thing about his Converſation with her, but 
what tended to invalidate her Evidence in 
what ſhe had ſwore, and let her be preſent. 

The Court ask'd Holmes, If ever he ſaw the 
Deceaſed iron d, or in the Strong Room? He 
anſwer'd, No; he was put into the Sick Ward, 
and he was ſix or ſeven Months after he went 
out of Priſon before he dy'd ; he never 15 

im 


L 19 J 
bim complain of any thing but his lame Leg, 
and only one Leg. 

Court. The Queſtion is, Whether the De- 
ceaſed was ever ill uſed after the Fall from the 
Houſe? 

Holmes. I was a Priſoner, and ſoon after 
diſcharged. | 

The King's Council ask'd Helmes, if he 
was not a Servant to Acton? No; he had a 
Lodging in the Priſon by Darby's Permiſ- 
ſion. 

Mrs. Bliſs was preſent, and ſet near Holmes 
to confront him. | 

Holmes. On the Bridge, when 1 met you, 
and askd how your Husband did, you ſaid, 
Thank God, he is dead, and you believed he 
died cf an Ague and Fever. 

She deny'd this. He ſaid, he met her on 
Tueſday laſt, and ſhe faid the ſame : She de 
ny d it. . 
= Henry Chapman. After Bliſs fell off the 
3X Houſe, he was carry 'd in, and put into the 
Sick Ward, Dr. Draper was ſent for to him, 
order d him Rum, and what was proper; did 
not ſee him in the Yard. 

That Acton orderd him 3 d. a Day, which 
Chapman carry'd him. From the Sick Ward 
be was remov'd to the Pump Ward, and 
choſe Conſtable of that Ward, and took the 
Garniſh, was lame, and complain'd of his 
Leg and his Side by the Fall. He ſaw him not 
in the ſtrong Room, but ſaw him in the Priſon 
every Day as other Priſoners. | 
„ Acton 
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Adlon deſird to know if he did not fee him 
at Greſham's after his Diſcharge ? Yes, ſeveral 
Times, and he ſaid he was as well as ever he 
was in his Life. Saw him after he came from 
Southgate, he then ſaid he was not very well; 
but never heard him make any manner of 
Complaint of ill Uſage from Acton. 

As to the ſtrong Room, Acton deſir'd he 
might be ask'd, if he had not rather be lock d 
in it than in any of the Wards ? Yes. 

If the Priſoners have not often deſir'd it? 
Yes. 


If any Common Shore is there? Yes, but 
not under it. 

The King's Council ask'd him, what Officer 
he was in the Priſon ? he ſaid Tapſter ; but 
not under Acton, Mr. Halſey paid him Twelve- 
pence per Barrel. 

Thomas Fletcher, Surgeon, ſaid, He attend, 
ed him (the Deceaſed) in the Sick Ward, and 
he, the Deceas'd, deſir'd him to look on his 
Leg, which had a large Tumor ; he put a 
Bliſter Plaiſter upon it, and then ſearch'd for 
a Diſlocation. The Deceas'd often declar d to 
him in February and March that he was very 
well, except his Leg. He met him in Weſt- 
minſler- Hall after his Diſcharge, ſaid he was 
oblig'd to Addon, he hetp'd him out; never 
ſaw him in, nor heard him complain of any, 
Irons. Þ# 

Acton deſir d he might be ask d as to the 
ſtrong Room: He ſaid it was eight or nine 
Inches from the Ground; ſaid Bliſs never 
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L211 
made any Complaint, but ſaid Afton had nn 
civil to him. 

The King's Council. Did 768 never ſee 
the Deceas d in Irons after his Fall from the 
Houſe? No. 

Ackon. Pleaſe to ask him what was my Be- 
haviour to the Priſoners. Good. 

Thomas Whitford. Acton deſired he might. 
be ask'd, what ſtate of Health Bliſs was in 
after his Fall? He ſaid in as good Health as 
he ever was in his Life, and often declared, 
what Obligations he had to Acton, and that 
he got him his Diſcharge. 

Acton. What was my general Claret 

amongſt the Priſoners? He anſwered, very 
good, and he gave away Money to many 
poor Objects every Week. 
Robert Walter, never ſaw Acton miſuſe the 
Deceas'd Bliſs 1 in his Lite, nor ſaw any Irons 
on him; after his Fall he walk'd about and 
Was very well, only lame of a Leg, and his 
Side, and has often heard Bliſs commend 
Acton for his Kindneſs, Oc. 

John Chope ſaid, Bliſs was in very gooc 
Health after the Fall, in Febrau ry, and wher 
he was diſcharged, and at Greſbam's. 

What did he complain of after he came 
from Southgate? Ot a violent Cold, never 
heard him complain of Ao. 

William Pollard, ſa id he complain'd of the 
Hurt of his Leg, he often cat and d: & 
with him, and that he was in as g 1 
as ever he was; ſaid Acton treat 4 


3 


U 22 2 


kindly, and got him his Diſcharge, ſaw his 


Legs, and hs one of them was ſwell'd 
a—_ the Fall. 

John Weſtbury, ſaid Bliſs complain'd only 
of one Leg after the Fall, and was very 
well in Health. 

Chriſtian Mandy, lay by him four Months 
in the Pump Ward, and that he complain*d 
often of one Leg, and the other was ſwell'd; 
he drank with bim ſeveral Times after he 
was diſcharged, and he, the Deceas'd, deſired 
him to lend him half a Guinea, and he 
could get his Bread. 

He went to ſee the Deceas'd ſeveral times 3 
in the Hoſpital, and he told him he had | 
pull'd off his Waſtcoat in the Country and 
got Cold. 

Being ask'd, what Character Acton had 
in the Goal, he ſaid, a very good one. 

Heſter Long, ſa id ſhe ſaw Bliſs after he 
came out of Priſon, and wiſh'd him Joy of 
his Liberty, whereupon he ſaid, God bleſs 
Mr. Acton, he has got me my Liberty, and 
ſaid he was as well as ever he was in his 
Life. She went to ſee him in the Hoſpital, 
and he never complain'd to her of any 
thing; he faid he went to Work in the 
Country and got Cold, and an Ague. 

Acton deſired ſhe might be ask'd what ſhe 
heard Mrs. Bl ſay about any Money ſhe 
Was to have in his Profecution, and from 
whom ? She ſaid, Mrs. Bliſs told her, ſhe 
was to have 30 or 40 Pounds, and that the 
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L433 
Gentleman that ſent for her, gave her a 
Note to ſome other Gentlemen, and ſhe 
was to have 30 or 40 Pounds, and ſhe bid 
Mrs. Bliſs take care ot what ſhe did in this 
Matter, and may-be 4&on would give her 
two Guineas; ſhe ſaid Mrs. Bliſs told her, 
ſhe had two Guineas given her by one 
Gentleman who ſhe went to live with, and 
that her Maſter rold her not to take an 
Hundred. 

Mrs. Bliſs was call'd to confront this 
Wirneſs, and ſaid Heſter Long would have 
her go to Acton and make the Difference u 
with him, and he would give her ſomething; 
and her Maſter gave her Three Guineas, 
and deſir'd it might be laid out on her; 
denied, ſhe ſaid, ſhe was to have 40 or 
o Pounds; but her Maſter bid her not take 
100 Pounds to make it up. She ſaid, two 
Gentlemen came to her, and ſaid they came 
from Adlon. 3 

Court. What they ſaid is not Evidence. 

Mrs. Bliſs then ſaid, ſo many People came 
after her from Acton, ſhe could not ſtay in 
her Service. | 

Robert Cole ſaid, as he was coming over 
London Bridge, he met Mrs. Bliſs, and ask- 
iag her ſome Queſtions about her Husband's 
Death ſhe (aid, if Acton would give her 
5 Pounds, ſhe would make it up with him, 


and that he came voluntarily to teſtify this, 
without any Subpena, 


Thomas 
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Thomas Rogers ſaid, after Bliſs's Fall, his 
Ankle was ſwelPd as big as his Calf. 
Court. This Witneſs cannot be examin'd, 
he is charg'd with beating the Deceas'd, 
and he cannot be examin'd to affect himſelf. 

Council for the Priſoner. 'We hope he 
may be examin'd as to any other Matter; 
0 what relates to the Charge againſt 

im. . 

Court. To that he may. : 

Rogers. He complain'd of one Leg only, 
and was never put in Irons after his Fall; 
was in perfect Health after that, and ſaw 
him after his Diſcharge in good Health. 

Acton deſired he might be ask'd, if the 
Iron Cap was ever made uſe of; he ſaid it 
was never taken down, nor made uſe of, 
and never ſaw Bliſs beat by any Body. 

John Grace, knew the Marſhalſea-Priſon a a 
Year before Acton came there; and that the 
Iron Cap was for burning Felons in the 
Cheek, according to the Act of Parliament 
in King William's Time; and when the Irons 
were removed to the County-Goal, that was 
left behind. 

John Boſwell ſaid, he ſaw Bliſs after his 
Fall, and that Acton and Rogers brought him 
into the Sick Ward, and that Acton ſent a 
Doctor to him, and he was lame of both 
Legs by the Fall, and that his Back was 
hurt, and that he was dreſſed on both 
Legs. | 


Acton 


„„ Cong 
Alton delir'd he might be ask'd, if any 
Irons were put on the Deceas'd before he 
went to the Sick Ward? No. Did you ſee 
him carry'd to the Sick Ward? Yes, he was 
-carry'd chtough The, FE. © TEES 
Fe went out of the Sick Ward into the 
Pump Ward, and when he went thro' the 
Yard; do Body went with him; anll after he 
was diſcharg'd, he ſtaid three Weeks at next 
Door, and Was well, and Wrought now and 
then a Day in the Repairs of the Goal. He 
ſaid he was well in Health, only his Legs 
„„ | 
Nath. Deveniſh, ſa w Bliſ after the Fall, and 
he was very well, only lame of his Foot, 
and after his Diſcharge he was in perfect 
Health, and had no Irons on after the Fall. 
Said Acton behaved himſelf very well, and 
was very good to the Priſoners 
Benj. Brown, ſaw him after the Fall, was 
pretty well in Health; complain'd of both 
his Legs, of one more than the other; atid 
that Acton's Behaviour was good to the 
Priſoners. 3 
John Boudler, he was in the ſame Ward 
with Bliſs ſeven Months, and he was very 
well after his Fall, only his Leg ; and ſpoke 
to Aon's good Uſage of the Priſoners; and 
that he had been a Priſoner three Years and 
three Months. EE Ee 5 
Elix. Goſling. Bliſs hurt his Leg and Ankle 
with the Fal; was very well after it, and 
E ſpoke 


[26] 
| Arte alſo to Acton's good Character in the 

Goal. 7 | 
Robert Greſham. That in February, 1726. 
Bliſs lodg'd at his Houſe three Weeks after 
he was diſcharg'd, and was in good Health, 
only pale : He never heard him complain of 
any ill Uſage. At his Return from the 
Country, he ſaid he had got Cold, which he 


Was was very bad of. 

Jane Lepworth. She was Nurſe at the 
Hoſpital to Bliſs -— and that he had a 
Fever and White Flux, and was under 
Doctor Coat ſworth's Care, and died of that 
Diſtemper the 25th of March ; he never 
complain'd of any ill uſage of Acton, having 
got cold in the Country gave him a Fever; 
his Head was ſhaved, ſhe ſaw no Wound 
or Hurt upon it, nor when he was dead 
and laid out, was there any Mark or Bruiſe 
whatever upon his Budy. 

Afton. Did he ever void Clots of Blood? 
She ſaid, No. 

Then the Priſoner reſted this Part of his 
Defence here, and asked Leave to call his 
Witneſſes to his Character. DO 
The firſt that he call'd was, Sir John 
Darnell, Serjeant at Law, and Judge of the 
Marſhalſea Court, who gave the Priſoner a 
good Character, and that he behaved him- 
felf with Humanity towards the Priſoners 
under his Care. 8 
Mr. Halſey, Member of Parliament, and 
one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the * 
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was a Man of a very good Character, and 
honeſt, and punctual in his Dealings, and 


that he believed him to be an humane, good- 
natured Man towards the Priſoners, and 


believed he was not ca pable of being guilty 
of the Crimes laid to his Charge. 


Mr. Ladd, another of his Majeſty's Juſtices 


of Peace for the ſaid County, laid, he being 
a Juſtice in the Neighbourhood, was often 
called amongſt the- Riots and Diſputes the 


Priſoners made, wherein Mr. Acton behav'd 


himſelf well, and that he knew no Harm of 


him, and that he had a good Character in the 


Neighbourhood. | 
Mr. Ryall, another of his Majeſſy's Juſtices 
of Peace for the ſaid County, gave the Priſo- 
ner a very good Character, ſaid he was a Per- 
ſon of Humanity and Good- nature. 
Mr. Haſey of Hactuey, ſaid he had known 


the Priſoner many Years, and that he was a 


Man of good Character, and very juſt in his 
Dealings. | 

Jobn Morris, who ſaid he had known all 
the Priſons about Londen theſe Twenty Years, 
and the Keepers of rhem, (having been much 
concerned in diſcharging poor Priſoners) and 
that he never knew any Keeper ſo good to 
the Priſoners as the Priſoner at the Bar. 


The Priſoner deſir d this Witneſs might be 


a:k'd about the Strong Room, whereupon he gave 


for the County of Surrey, ſaid, the Priſoner 


the Court and Jury an Account of it; He fad 
he was a Carpenrer by Trade, and had taken = 
. porticulag 


8 Marat r n 
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ere 
WW particular Dimenſions, of this Strong Room; 
that it was Ten Inches. above the Ground, 
dq well boarded and cover d at top, and muſt?: 
be dryer and wholſomet than any of the Wards, 
which had a Step down into them; that the re. 
was no Common · Sewer under it, hut about 
Four and twenty Foot Diſtance:from it. 
Mr. Tarrant of the Borough, who gave the 
Priſoner a very good Character, and that he, 
was a Perſon of great Humanity. - 
The Priſoner deſic'd this Witneſs might be, 
ask'd as to the Strong Room, whereto, he ſaid; 
he had view'd it for his Curioſity, and, that: 
it was a dry Room, Ten Inches: from the: 
Ground, and no Common-Sewer under it, 
Mr. Broms of. the Boroggh, who gave the 
Priſoner a very good Character, | 

Mr. Taylor of the Borough, who. allo gave. 
the Priſoner a good Character. and ſpoke to 
his Humanity, ; and being ask'd, as to the 
Strong Room, ſaid it was-a dry. good Room, 
Ten Inches from the Ground. : 

Mr. Whitaker of the Borongb, gave the Pri- 
ſaner a good Character; and being as kd, alſo 
about the Strong Room, ſaid it was: a dry. 
boarded Room, no Drain under it, that the. 
Drain was about five. Yards off of it. 

Mr. Lamb of the Borough, who gave the, 
Priſoner a good Character, and. ſpoke: to his, 
Humanity. * 

Mt. Hadall of the Borough, Apothecary. 
who ſpoke to the. Priſoner's Character, and, 
ſaid, he. was very conyerſant in the.Priſon,, 
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being: equearly, wir, ha, Brlandas 


were: Sick, and that. Mr. Am ta 
Care of them, and that he would off = 


the Witneſs went through the Lodge, make” 


% 0 


varticular Care a haut them. 
Mr. Harriſan, Who alſo. ſpoke to the-, 
Priſoner's.good;, Cha racten and. Humanity, .. -* 
And. here\the.Priſaner. reſted. his Defence. 

The Council. for the Briſoner, mentioned, 
that as the Friſoner was not allowed Council. 
to ſpeak far him in his Defence, that cheree, 
Re the, King's. Cauncil, had not a Right of 


e Court then proceeded; to give the Charge 
to. the. Jury, wherein the Evidence. given againſt: 
the. Priſoner. was. recited, diſcriminated, and. 
diſt ingaifhed: e Nicety, Diſcernment, and. 


Obſervation, which. having, taken upra conſider a- 


lle Tome, the. Judge. told the Jury, that. as they 
had. with. Patience. and Attention heard. and at- 
rended to the Evidence.againſt. the Priſoner; ſos; 
he. doubted... not, they. would, . with .the ſame Pans 
tience, aud Attention, hear and .obſerue the Eui. 
dance ſum?d.up, in his Defence, mherein the Pri. 
ſoner had equal Right done him: The Gouſiſtensy 
and. Inconſiſtency; 1 he:C redibility. and. Incrediliiy, 
and the many and various Contrarieties and Con- 
tradictions that occarr'd in this long Tryal, being 
explain'd and remark'd, ballanc'd and weigh'd as 
in a Scale, the Guilt or Innocence of the Priſc- 
ner was left to the Juryjs Determination; who 
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ound him Not Guilty; and the Verdict rag ⁵ 
In this remarkable and eminent Tryal, there are 
many Things worthy the Obſervation of Engliſh=- - nail 
men, and all Lovers of Truth and Liberty; one ll 
#s, the Excellency of our Tryal by Fury, that 
after an Examination of Fifty odd Witneſſes, 4 
who, tho they are confronted and croſs-queſtion'd 1 

in the moſt ſolemn Manner, flatly vary, and con- 
traditt one another in the moſt plain and manifeſt i 
Matters of Fact, that their Credibility ſhall be all 
pander d, ſifted, and try'd by Twelve honeſt Free- 


the Fatt ariſes, Another Thing worthy Remark 
is, that in Caſes of Murder, tho the Law dies a 
not allow the Priſoner the aſſiſtance of Council a 
but upon Points of Law, that the Court is aid». « ll 


ing and affift ng fo, and as of Council, fe or the 4 1 


Priſoner. Another is, that be the Crime a Rant 
actaſed of what it will, and his. Accuſers never al 
fo great pe at when he comes to ſtand a 
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